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PDeer Mr. Certerg

ohis 42 to acknowledge recelpt of your
lettar of November 1, 1944, ur. alphran had come ia
to 3ee us I belleve when several of our local physicians
had asked him sbout the publiahed gtory of rlasme. i
think that our men were very coastloue of the absence
of my neme bacsuse of the fsct thet recently I wes
awarded the gpingsrn Kedal on the basls of ths part
1 had played in the early dsvelopment of mess produce
tion of plsema. It raised two problems in their mindiee
gither that the sSpingern edal was swarded to someone
who had not earned 1t or that the part played wss too
small for inclusion in the Stovy of Plusma ac a whole,
$inoe your articls, 1 have hed many vieitors end severs
sl letters rsquesting information ebout my exact role
in the early part of this progrem. poctor st. Hill of
Meharry asked the most detsiled cuestions end got
probably the moet detailed snawers and a copy of his
letter was sent to me,

AS one wno has frequently compiled
liternture for & short resume, I know the dilfficulties
one has in including Just the right nsmes. I think
that the storm of protest 1n this particular time is
secondary to the high degree of feeling concerning
the policy of segregation of the bloods now maintained
by the Red oroes and the srmed Forces. The feeling s
Just a litsle less hested than it wes at the time when
Xogroes vere forbldden even to give blood % the asmerie
can Red. Cross. It is ancother form of humiliation
which feces a large part of our population and makes
them vary hyper-sensitive to slights, which, though
accidental, have all the esressrks of the many which
sre not scoidental. | have not tried to svaluate too
closely what my relative place is in this story or
should be. Mo matter how you write the story, it will



be unfalr to many people, for names like william
Thalhimer of New York City pepartment of Health, Unger
of post Grasduate in Wew York, nesenthal at yut. Sinel
Hospital of New vork, C. P. Rhoads of Memorial Hospital
of New vork, Dewitt stetten, Chalrman of the Medical
poard of the Blood trsnsfusion association, Nr. Tracy
yorheea, President of the Long Island College Hoapital
and a great many others played such a dominant role

in selling this idea to the Rred Cross and getting the
project going that it would be very difficult for anye
one not assocliated with the esrly stages to write a
true and fair story. All that you did write is acou-
rate, well-done and was very informative, I am sure,
for the great mass of physiciaas, '

1 have written %o noctor St. Hill to
tell him that the lstter whioch he wrote you 18 accurate
and if you cared to publish it, it would meet with my
approvel. 1 am sure tha$ Dector St. Hill did not want
to make any issue of the matter but simply wanted to
call your attention to0 what he felt was an ommission
which because of the present state of feeling sabout the
plasss project as s shole was certainly open to mis-
interpretation. I certalnly do not wish to have an
issue made of it &in any way.

Very sincerely yours,

charles R. Drew, M. D.
Head
nepartment of Surgery
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